Name: ________________________ Date: __________

WHERE WAS THAT MADE?

Instructions: Fill in the chart below by determining the country of origin of the products you purchase.  If there is a category that does not apply to you or your family (such as auto or toys), then you may substitute some other category that does reflect your actual purchasing habits.

	TYPE OF PRODUCT
	PRODUCT
	MADE IN

	Food
	Southern-style biscuits 
	USA

	Food
	Chop suey
	China

	Food
	Cuban sandwich 
	Cuba

	Food
	Easy Cheese
	USA

	Food
	Sauerkraut sausages
	German

	Auto
	Mountain bike
	China

	Auto
	Asus laptop
	England

	House wares
	Suitcase 
	USA

	House wares
	Ceramic cups, plates 
	China

	Electronics
	iPhone 
	USA

	Electronics
	Electric iron 
	Canada

	Clothing
	Italian suite
	Italy

	Clothing
	Sweater 
	USA

	Toys
	Father Christmas
	China

	Toys
	Bread
	USA

	Other:
	Nike sports shoes
	 USA

	Other:
	Leather handbag 
	Japan

	Other:
	Sofa set and table
	USA

	Other:
	Mattresses 
	USA

	Other:
	Toothbrush
	USA


Once you have completed the chart above, answer the following questions:

1. What does the chart tell you about the things you buy? 
A close look at the table reveals that I mostly buy local goods made in the United States of America. The most dominant on the US list being furniture, food, and clothing. The trend is an indicator that I fancy homemade furniture and attire.  I prefer American furniture due to its unique designs and the quality wood used to make them. It also reveals that I have a keen appetite for local delicacies.  Another significant trend that can be traced from the table is that China is assertive on my purchase list.  I have several items from the Republic of China. They include a mountain bicycle, father Christmas, ceramic cups, and my favorite chop suey. When I went to buy the mountain bicycle, I learned that China dominates the American market with various types of bikes from China for a buyer to choose from.  China also dominates in the selling of utensils to the American market. The chart reveals a diverse American market that has goods from different corners of the world. The American neighbors also have a share of the American market. From my list, I can affirm that the USA trades fairly with its immediate neighbors. I have a quality electric iron from Canada, while my favorite sandwich is from Cuba. America also has strong trade ties with specific Asian nations (Kolmaš & Kolmašová, 2019). Japan can also be traced, as evident from my quality leather handbag. It is also vivid that European countries have a share of the American market. This can be traced from the table with my purchases from England (Asus laptop), Italy (Italian suite), and German (sausages).
2. Given your purchasing patterns, to what extent do you think you are a free trade beneficiary? 
When I consider my purchasing patterns, I can attest that I am among Americans who immensely benefit from free trade. The trade enables me to access high-quality products from foreign countries at a relatively lower price. The USA indeed produces quality products. Without the alternative products from other nations, the USA could be selling such products as mountain bikes and electron iron at an exorbitant price. The reason behind such a phenomenon is a market monopoly that lacks competition. Cheaper imports from countries like Japan, China, and Cuba maintain the price equilibrium in the American market, which benefits a buyer like me in the long run. Also, free trade enables me to have alternative tastes and preferences because of the many products. There are various sausages made in the USA, but I always crave the Cuban sandwich because of random tasting. I am also a beneficiary of free trade, for it has resulted in the growth of the American economy that benefits everyone I inclusive.   Trade restrictions could have harmed me more by limiting my choices and driving up prices for goods that I like, ranging from food products and electronics to clothing. The trade has enabled the USA to improve in its innovation levels and efficiency. The quality products from countries like China, England, and Canada make American innovators put in more efforts to produce better goods to ward off competition or compete fairly (Kim, 2019). The trend has enabled me to get high-quality American products like my furniture and iPhone.
3. How would you feel if efforts to protect other economic actors (that is, efforts to restrict trade) resulted in either an increase in the price of the goods you purchase or their disappearance from the market?  That is, do you feel that trade benefits you so much that trade restrictions would be intolerable? 
If the regional government trade were intending to protect other players, I would feel disadvantaged.  An escalation in prices to goods that I purchase will mean that I will be out of my reach. It equates to sacrificing what I love and imposing on me a product that is not of my taste and preference. Also, there exists a likelihood that the substitutes might be of inferior quality. This means that the available products might not serve me in the same capacity and experience as the eliminated ones. My living standard will then be compromised. I also believe that putting in place trade barriers will lower my chances of getting employed in the American business mainstream due to reduced employment opportunities. Imports create job opportunities for Americans, which in turn contribute to the economic growth of the nation.
On the other hand, I can stomach trade barriers if they are enacted in my favor. Assuming that my favorite Chinese mountain bike has created unfair competition leading to the closure of the American bicycle industry, it is wise if trade barriers are designed to salvage our economy and industry. The move will be a positive one for it aims to resurrect the American bicycle industry and restore the lost employment opportunities. On the same, I think it would be wise to wipe them out if the quality of the bicycles is compromised. Another scenario is the Cuban sausage that might turn to be unhealthy for human consumption. Despite my high appetite for the product, I think its elimination will ensure that my safety is not compromised.
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